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1809.] Medical Report. 8i 

Large purchases of ashes and coUon wool have been lately made in the market of 
Belfast, by merchants from Dublin. The capital of our island possesses very littla 
foreign trade, and for the supplies which they require either for the purposes of 
immediate demand, or of speculation, the merchants of Dublin are mostly indebted 
to the out ports. 

Linseed oil bas laiely been importeJ into Belfast from America. This circum- 
stance affords a proof of the effects of the embargo operating in favour of their 
manufactures. 

On a trial lately in London, it ivas proved that the rise on Spanish wool was merely- 
artificial, for at the time the rise took place, there was abundance of the article, 
and but a small demand at the market. The speculators in this article, after occa- 
sioning much mischief, have themselves met with a heavy loss — a &t termination to 
the prevailing mania for speculation 1 If undue meaus are not continued, the 
price of superfine woolen cloths may be expected to fall to their former level. 

In some places the crop of flax-seed looks well, wherever they had good seed — 
It is said that this crop in England this year is remarkably favourable. In the 
county of Derry the crops were very bad. The early sowing had generally missed, 
and the produceof the seed with which many had re-sowed their ground, was very short. 
Such Was the appearance of the crop in that coiJntyabout the first week of the present 
month, as reported by our botanical colleague. The flax crop is good in the 
county of iVIonaghan, and in the vicinity of Newry, being improved by the favour- 
able seStsoa ; but it is bad in the neighbourhood of Drogheda. Flax continues to 
decline. The holders ot flax in Newry demand from 14s. fid. to I6s. per stone of 
161bs. for the quantities they bought on speculation Vast year. The London and 
Liverpool markets are low. Best Dutch Blea, which brings the highest price of 
any other flax in the London market, is quoted at 105s. per cwt. there, looking down. 
*- The speculation last year in flax, occasioned great loss to the country, by un- 
necessarily enhancing the price of that article, and locking up a large quantity of 
it in the warehouses of the merchants, so as to form an unproductive stock. — The 
speculations in Linen last autumn had a similar efiect. The country suflered much 
from trade being thus taken out of its accustomed and proper channels; and the 
specniators are not likely to enrich themselves, as neither flax ot linen are selling at 
advanced prices. 

The linen market in Dublin this month was dull. The buyers mostly held oH, and 
a few of the sellers sold at reduced prices. They who had oroers to buy for the 
American market declined to purchase at the present rates. Not many sales, espe- 
cially of fine linen, have been lately effected in the market of London, except in 
a few instances, in which the holders consented to make reductions off invoice. 
The wholesale drapers in tliat market still continue to hold off, in the expectation 
of forcing tJie sellers into their teruis. 

England feels the want of a trade to the continent. To try to encourage it; an 
order in council has lately been issued, to permit all flags except those of France to 
enter the port of Heligoland without licence- They are thus trying (a convert this 
rock into a depot for English manufactures, from which to supply the continent. 

Exchange in Belfast on London, during tliis mouth, has averaged for notes at 9| to 
9J per cent, and for gold about eight percent. The discount on notes has been 
from 1 to l| per cent. — The demand for guineas, in the commercial transactions of 
Belfast daily lessens ; and as the niedium of payment for linens, their use is also 
decreasing— tbey being now little used, except in the market of Belfast, and in 
some of the maikets for the finer | wide linens; at Ballymena, and in part at Down- 
patrick ; and for one species of linen only in Lisburn, the coarse linens bought for 
exportation in a brown state. 

To answer the temporary purpose of sending guineas to the continent, to be 
relieved from the unfavourable state of exchange, which is from 1 5 to 20 per cent 
against London, a proof of the small export trade to the continent, and to pro- 
cure guineas to send out with the expedition, it is said that gold uow bears, in 
some places in England, a premium of 2s. per guinea— ^but when the temporary 
purpose is effected, as no part of the internal trade of England creates an exolusivie 
demand for payments in specie, it is presumed that this premium will again cease, 

MEDICAL REPORT. 

hist of Diseases occurring in the practice qf a Physician m BelfasI, from 
June '20, till July 20. 
Barometer.. ..highest - - - - - . 30 30 Thermometer....highest ----- 75 
mean .-.-«-- 30 mean — -.-.68 

lowest .--29 lowest ...-.-53 o 

TypAw, -.- -4 Common contagious fever. 

Synocha, ------ I Inflammatory fever. 

BELFAST M.1G. NO. XII. I, 



82 Naturalist'' s Report. [July. 

Cynamhe trachalis, — 1 Croup. 
Hepatitis, - . . - . . 1 Inflammatioo of the liver. 
RheumaiismuSf - - - - 2 Arute rheumatism. 
Arthrodynia, ----- 1 Chronic do. 

Variola discretn, 6 Distinct small pox. 

— — conluens, — - 4 Confluent do. 
Vuriola, - - — - - . 1 Chicken pox. 
Rubeola, - — — - 10 Measles. 
Scarlatina, . - — - - ] Scarlet fever. 
Mpisiaxii, - ----- 1 Bleeding from the nose. 

Phihysis, - — -1 Consumption. 

Catarrhus, - 1 Common cold. 

Hpilepsia Cerebralis, - 1 Convulsions. 

Asthma, 2 Asthma. 

Pertmsii, - ----- 1 Hooping cough. 

Hysteria, -.-2 Hysterics. 

Ascites, 1 Dropsy. 

Scrophule, - - - - — 6 Evil. 

Ptyalismus, . — ... lAn immoderate flow of saliva or spittle, 

Psom, - ..-3 Itch. 

Herpes, - - --4 Ringworm or tetter. 

GomnL'a,' J ' " " 10 Venereal disease. 

Morbiinfttnliles, - - - 16 Febrile and bowel complaints of children. 
Fever, contrary to the hopes and expectations expressed in our last, still con- 
tinues to make a prominent figure in our list, but of so mild a character in general 
as not to produce any great alarm j measles and small pox are to be seen in great 
numbers in every street ; the hooping cough, so long a stranger to us, has again made 
its appearance, and as it is a disease that is generally mild in proportion as the sub- 
ject whom \t attacks is advanced in years, it will be prudent in parents to prevent 
their children, if very young, from being exposed to its influence, for that it is highly 
codtagious, is an opinion very universally received among gentlemen of the medical 
profession. The case of scarlet fever recorded in this catalogue, was not under the Re- 
porter's care, but he had an opportunity of seeing it, and it terminated in the most fa- 
vourable manner, nor has the contagion as yet spread any farther. Vaccination goes 
on With great rapidity, and from a regulation adopted at the dispensary, of devoting 
3 portion of time every Tuesday and Saturday, for the inoculation of all persons who 
may attend, the poor can have no excuse if they should neglect to avail themselves of 
it. The Reporter has been favoured by a medical friend, with a sight of a disease 
very rare in this country, viz. " Lepra IcUfhyosis" of Sauvage ; the subject is a girl 
13 years old, the disease has been of seven years duration : what may be the effect of 
the plan proposed for the removal of this most loathsome disease, it is difficult to con- 
jecture, but the result shall be published in a future report. 



NATURALIST'S BEPOHT. 

From June 20, till July 20. 
Wound o'er the hedge-row's oaken boughs 

The woodbine lassels float in air, 
And blushing, the uncultured rose, 

Hangs high her beauteous blossoms there ; 
Her fillets there the purple nightshade weaves, 
And pale bryonia winds her broad and scallop'd leaves. 
The pleasure of Spring is often so alloyed with the chill north east, and nipping 
frosts, that until summer is confirmed it is scarcely possible to calculate how much 
we should rejoice on beholding the fairest expansion of the flowers, and it has often 
bean said that the painting ot the poet when he sung the beauties of spring was ill 
suited to our unsteady climate ; but summer with more manly pace advancing, clears 
aw^y our doubts, gives certainty to our hopes and fears, and the vegetable creation, 
recovered from the rigours of winter, displays one univeisal robe of ever delightful 
green, and animals enjoy a pleasure unknown where the sun ripens the pine apple, 
an! the palm, prince of the vegetable world, waves his exalted head. 
20, Corn Spurry (Spergula arvensis) flowering. 

23, Blue Argus Butterfly (Papilio Argus) very common. Marsh LouACwort (Pedi- 
cularis pahistris) flowering. 

25, Mountain Thistle (Cardous pratensis). Broad-leaved Marsh Orchis (Orchis la- 
tifolia)and two leaved Butterfly Orchis (Orchis bifolia) White Ox-eye Daisy (Ci-ysan- 
themum leucantheuum) and common Honeysuckle (Lonicera Periclymenum> flsvr- 
ering. 



